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Strategically located at Mount Diablo Boulevard and First 
Street, the new Lafayette Library and Learning Center with its 
Glenn Seaborg Learning Consortium will soon become the 
heart of the community. When the Library opens in 2008, not 
only will it replace our woefully worn-out facility, it will also 
reflect Lafayette’s deep commitment to children, education and 
lifelong learning. 
 

Why Lafayette Needs a New Library 
 

 Contra Costa County Library looks to its cities to provide 
and maintain their own libraries and to supplement the 
County’s budget for library services in each community 

 Under the terms of the 1996 settlement agreement with 
the County, the City is required to purchase the current 
library property by 2011 

 Most importantly – the current library is physically 
inadequate to meet the needs of the community – now 
and into the future 

 

 
 

Our New Library: Designed for the Next 50 years 
 
Having won the community’s design competition and with input 
from more than a thousand citizens, Killefer Flammang 
Architects has produced a smashing design for the new 
Lafayette Library and Learning Center that will become an icon 
for the community for generations. The impressive three-level 
project, which will be built in stone and wood in a contemporary 
Bay Area Craftsman style, will meander down the First Street 
hill from Mount Diablo Boulevard to Golden Gate Way. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 Adult library services with 92 reader seats, 15 public 
computers, and outdoor reading deck 

 Separate student spaces 
 Children’s library services with 78 reader seats, 12 public 

computers, and outdoor activity deck 
 Four express checkout stations and public copy center 
 Wireless internet access for personal computers 
 Community Hall with 161-seat capacity, performance 

platform, art gallery, meeting room, and serving kitchen 
 City’s Emergency Operations Center  
 Friends of the Lafayette Library bookstore  
 Lafayette Historical Society exhibit and storage space 
 Future retail space for café or other commercial use 
 79 on-site vehicle parking spaces and 20 bicycle spaces  

 
A Community Uniting to Build the New Library 

 
Because of the commitment of the City and over 1,200 families 
and businesses, there are sufficient funding resources to build 
the new Library without impacting the funding for any City 
services such as police, planning, roads, and maintenance. 
These resources are in place to meet current project costs. 
Final costs will be known when construction bids are received 
in early 2007. 
 

Estimated Project Costs (as of June 2006) 
New Construction $ 30,687,000 
Land Acquisition 2,185,000 
Consultants 3,266,000 
Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment 1,923,000 
Administrative Costs & Fees 1,581,000 
Public Art 500,000 
Library Materials 250,000 

Total Project Costs $ 40,392,000 
Project Resources 
Redevelopment Bonds $ 17,595,000 
Redevelopment Agency 1,897,000 
State Grant 11,900,000 
Donations 9,000,000 

Total Project Resources $ 40,392,000 
 

What Our Old Library Has Now 
 

6,720 square feet 
60,000 items (50% more items than its design capacity) 

2.5 items per Lafayette resident 
68 reader seats 

13 public computers 
Does not meet current accessibility standards 

Not energy efficient 
 

What Our New Library Will Have 
 

35,000 square feet 
117,000 items (70,000 on opening day) 

4.9 items per Lafayette resident 
170 reader seats 

44 public computers 
Meet all current accessibility standards 

“Green” building with solar energy 
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Our Commitment to Education 

 
The best libraries reflect the values, interests, and passions of 
the communities they serve. When the new Library opens its 
doors, it will do just that. In the spirit of Lafayette’s 
extraordinary commitment to education, the new Library will be 
the home to a distinguished new resource: The Glenn Seaborg 
Learning Consortium. 

 
 

Whatever the expense of improving education, it is an 
investment in the future we must make. Excellence costs. 

But in the long run, mediocrity costs more. 
Dr. Glenn Seaborg 

 
A dozen of the Bay Area’s most prestigious educational and 
cultural resources will offer programs at the new library. This 
collaborative programming is the first of its kind at any 
American public library. Through the Consortium, named in 
honor of Nobel-prize winner and 45-year Lafayette resident 
Glenn Seaborg, a wealth of collaborative learning materials, 
workshops, exhibits, K-12 curricula, archives, lectures, and 
discovery centers will be available to all ages in Lafayette and 
the greater community. 
 

 
Consortium Charter Members 

 
California Shakespeare Theater  
Chabot Space & Science Center   
Commonwealth Club of California  

Greenbelt Alliance  
John F. Kennedy University  

John Muir / Mount Diablo Health System  
Lindsay Wildlife Museum  

Oakland Museum of California  
Saint Mary’s College  

The Oakland Zoo at Knowland Park   
UC Institute of Governmental Studies 

UC Lawrence Hall of Science  
 

 
 

Consortium Sponsors 
 

City of Lafayette 
Contra Costa County Library 

Lafayette School District 
Acalanes Union High School District 
Lafayette Arts & Science Foundation 

Lafayette Community Foundation 
Friends of the Lafayette Library 

Lafayette Historical Society 
 

 

 
 

We are all…Linked by Our Library 

 
 
Coming up on October 22nd will be the site dedication for the 
Lafayette Library and Learning Center. Join the City of 
Lafayette Redevelopment Agency and the Lafayette 
Community Foundation in the dedication of our future library. 
The celebration offers everyone the opportunity to mark the 
occasion by inscribing a ribbon with the title or a line from 
their favorite literary work. We’ll tie the ribbons to the fence 
around the site – linking our words back to our new Library! 
There will be great music, ice cream, lemonade and hot 
dogs. So mark your calendars now for the Library Site 
Dedication Celebration. See you there! 
 

More Exciting Events 
 
While awaiting the actual groundbreaking of the new Library 
this Spring, several exciting events are planned. 
 

 The Commonwealth Club of California will continue 
presenting major speakers in Lafayette, so be sure to 
check regularly www.lafayettelib.com for the names and 
dates of programs planned for this Fall. 

 
 Tuesday’s Child and Sweet Thursdays series opens on 

September 19th at the present Library with author 
Gennifer Choldenko, author of the 2005 Newberry 
Honor Medal winner Al Capone Does My Shirts. Geared 
towards students in grades 5-8, the novel has Alcatraz 
Island in 1935 as its setting. 

 
 Sweet Thursdays adult series begins September 28th 

with an evening of conversation with Joshua Braff, 
author of the acclaimed The Unthinkable Thoughts of 
Jacob Green, the coming-of-age story of a Jewish boy 
growing up in New Jersey. 

 
 On October 29th, Sweet Thursdays features Lolly 

Winston, author of Happiness Sold Separately and 
Good Grief. 

 
For more information about upcoming programs,  

check regularly: 
 

www.lafayettelib.com 
 
 
 


